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Degree of Compliance of Investigative Television Shows with
Professional Standards for Investigative Journalism
The program ""What is hidden is greater' on Al-Jazeera

Channel as A model

Prepared by: Muzaffar Mahmoud Abdel Aziz Banat
Supervised by: Prof. Ezzat Mohamed Theeb Hijab
Abstract

This study aimed to identify the degree of commitment of investigative television
programs to professional standards of investigative journalism, represented in credibility,
objectivity and balance, as well as to identify the nature of coverage of issues and events
media frameworks used in investigative television programs, and the study is descriptive
research, it relied on the survey methodology and case study methodology, using the
content analysis form tool to measure the degree of compliance with professional
standards in the program "What is hidden is greater” presented on Al Jazeera channel,
where a deliberate sample of 10 episodes was selected, during the period between 2017-
2022, and the study was based on the theory of analyzing the media framework.

The study reached several results, the most important of which was that political and
security topics were the most prominent topics of the program What is Hidden is the
Greatest, and it was found that the most important sources of information that were relied
on were "well-known personalities” by 53.16%, then "documents and exclusive
materials" by 29.11%, while the "conflict framework" came at the forefront of the media
frameworks used by 30%, followed by "economic results framework™ by 20%.

The results of the study revealed that the degree of adherence to the criteria of credibility
and objectivity in the program was generally high, while the criterion of balance was
average, as the category of "using balanced terms in presenting different points of view"
came with 29.79%, then the category of "diversification in the nature and orientations of
the hosted personalities™ with 28.19%, and the category of "presenting all views of the
event without interference or guidance" with 20.47%.

Keywords: Compliance, Investigative TV Shows, Professional Standards, Program
What Is Hidden Is Greater.
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